




Welcome to Sibford School, a 3-18 co-
educational day and boarding school set on 
the edge of the Cotswolds between Oxford 
and Stratford-Upon-Avon.

Established in 1842 as a boarding school 
for the children of Quaker families, Sibford 
has, from the outset, been a centre of 
educational excellence.

Over the years the school has undergone 
many changes and developments, as it has 
adapted to meet the needs and aspirations 
of its pupils.

However, there is one factor that has 
remained constant in the life of the school, 
our Quaker values that recognise that of 
God in everyone.

Translated into everyday life, this means 
valuing and nurturing individual talents, 
respecting each other, and helping each 
individual to become the very best they 
possibly can.

Welcome

  Your pupils and staff are 
absolutely outstanding, in a very 
rare way. You have a lovely school.





The school
Sibford School offers an extensive, 
innovative and diverse education 
where pupils are encouraged to ‘live 
adventurously’.

The school is set in more than 50 acres 
of grounds and is surrounded by glorious 
Oxfordshire countryside.

Our Early Years Foundation Stage, for 
three to five year olds, provides a perfect 
entry into school life.

The Junior School offers children the 
space to grow and provides them with an 
unrivalled learning environment where 
they can develop key skills and benefit from 
the freedom to explore the natural world.

At Senior School we aim to stimulate our 
pupils with a thirst for life-long learning, 
offering a broad and balanced curriculum, 

which reflects our view that while some 
may have a talent for mathematics, 
science or history, others may be gifted in 
the arts, horticulture or sport.

Post 16, Sibford Sixth Form offers 
students a place where they can develop 
academically, intellectually, personally and 
socially and where one-to-one support is 
provided to enable them to become the 
best they possibly can.

Boarders, whether full, weekly or flexi, form 
part of a friendly, family community where 
they are valued and well cared for.

Sibford is also home to a small 
international community, which welcomes 
students from across the world and helps 
them to learn and perfect their language 
and academic skills.

  We could not have chosen 
a better school. We have seen a 
constant improvement 
throughout the year and, 
importantly for us, our son is 
very happy at Sibford.



  We have many happy 
memories of our daughter’s 
time at Sibford. We’re so 
grateful for the tremendous 
start in life that she has enjoyed 
with you all.



  I wanted to come to 
Sibford because of the 
inclusive atmosphere and the 
excellent facilities that the 
school has to offer. 



  We believe that Sibford 
School holds the values, ethos 
and style of teaching that are 
best for our children. We cannot 
imagine a better place for their 
education; with academic results 
being achieved through being 
happy individuals who feel safe 
and valued in their learning 
environment.



Pastoral care
We believe pupils flourish in an 
environment where they are well cared 
for and valued as individuals. We are an 
academically strong school and achieve 
excellent results at GCSE, BTEC and A 
Level. However,  we don’t just want our 
pupils to succeed academically; we are also 
passionate about their emotional well-being 
and social welfare. 

Pupils are supported with a pastoral 
system that helps them to appreciate 
themselves as individuals, understand their 
relationships with others, and to participate 
in society as competent and caring people.

Tutors encourage pupils to take advantage 
of all the school can offer, whether in the 
classroom or beyond, and are always ready 
to listen and act on pupil concerns.

We value and nurture individual talents, 
celebrate success and help our students 
to become rounded, community minded, 
confident and respectful young people 
ready to meet the challenges of the 21st 
century.

Pupils are encouraged to be an active 
part of the school community and to 
demonstrate core Quaker values including 
respect, resilience and responsibility.

The school has its own health centre 
and employs a registered nurse. We also 
have regular visits from trained wellbeing 
counsellors who are available to talk to 
students on a confidential basis.

  Thank you! Our son has left 
Sibford as a confident, self 
assured and mature young man 
- a position we did not think we 
would be in some five years ago. 



Academic life
At Sibford School we believe that each child 
is talented, each is different and that all are 
valued. Fundamental to this ethos is a belief 
in the importance of developing pupils’ 
enjoyment and excitement about learning.

Students are encouraged to grow in 
confidence, to broaden their horizons, 
to demonstrate curiosity and to think 
independently. Opportunities are provided 
to help them to discover and explore 
their own interests and passions and to 
appreciate the world around them.

All disciplines are equally respected and 
pupils are taught in small classes where 
dedicated teachers nurture, inspire and 
challenge each individual, encouraging 
them to search, question and find their 
inner light.

We strive to identify and meet the needs 
of our most able pupils and provide 
enrichment and extension activities, both 
within and beyond the school, to ensure 
they reach their full potential.

Further to this we also provide specialist 
support for those pupils who require 
additional help. We are a dyslexia friendly 
school with a well-established reputation 
for assisting pupils with a range of 
learning requirements. Our emphasis is 
on inclusion. Pupils who require additional 
support will follow the mainstream 
curriculum while benefiting from a wide 
choice of options to suit their individual 
requirements.



  Thanks to excellent teaching and 
encouragement my daughter’s 
confidence has grown considerably 
since joining Sibford.

  A year ago, we made the 
decision to move the children to 
Sibford and I just wanted to let 
you know that we are extremely 
glad that we did so. We were 
concerned that they were 
becoming bored in the state 
system and were losing their 
enthusiasm for learning. Well, 
that certainly hasn’t been the 
case at Sibford!



  May I take this opportunity to 
thank you for your unwavering 
support and patience with my boys. 
We were very proud and happy with 
their overall GSCE results, as for them, 
with their academic challenges, it was 
a huge personal achievement to 
exceed a lot of their predicted grades.

A world of  
opportunities
High quality modern IT facilities exist 
throughout the school.  All main classrooms 
are equipped with interactive white 
boards or data projectors and Wi-Fi can be 
accessed throughout the school. 

Our taught curriculum is greatly enriched 
by visits, both at home and abroad, 
conferences, field trips, concerts and 
exhibitions. 

We have dedicated IT suites and our 
Science Department boasts five, fully 
equipped laboratories which enable pupils 
to experience high quality practical work. 
Our involvement with the Ogden Trust 
means we have access to a wide range 
of extra curricular activities and expert 
speakers. We also hold a termly Café 
Scientifque. 

Sibford has two libraries ~ one in the 
Senior School and one in the Junior School 
~ which offer a range of both fiction and 
reference books as well as periodicals and 
newspapers. Students are encouraged to 
carry out research using the Internet as 
well as more traditional methods under 
the guidance of our full-time librarian. A 
calendar of author visits ensures that pupils 
are encouraged to actively engage with 
literature. 

Sibford has its own nature reserve, 
pond and nursery – complete with 
greenhouses and potting sheds – which 
are used extensively by students studying 
horticulture and environmental science. 
We also have an animal shed which houses 
calves, pigs and lambs at different times 
of the year, enabling students to engage in 
agricultural studies.





  The flair and range of 
musicians that Sibford has 
produced over the years is 
incredible. Who would have 
dreamt that a school concert 
could be so professional? The 
extraordinary musicianship, 
performance, emotion and 
stage presence made it very 
special.



The creative arts
Creativity is key to our approach 
at Sibford; we encourage  pupils’ 
imaginations to develop and to flourish 
through music, drama, art and design.

Our thriving Music School offers top 
class facilities including practice rooms, 
an ensemble room and a fully equipped 
technical and recording studio. A wide 
variety of options exists for musicians 
of all levels including choir, orchestra 
and jazz band.  Pupils from Early 
Years through to Sixth Form have the 
opportunity to learn a range of individual 
instruments including brass, woodwind, 
piano, guitar, strings and percussion.  

We have a drama studio that enables 
the teaching of both performance and 
technical studies and our hall, complete 
with stage, full lighting rig and raked 

seating, provides a perfect venue 
for performances and concerts. Our 
students also perform in local theatres 
and concert venues.

Our Art School includes large studios for 
painting, textiles, ceramics and sculpture 
and our purpose built gallery enables 
students’ work to be professionally 
showcased.

We have a fully equipped Design & 
Technology suite where students can 
learn to design and make products 
using a variety of media including wood, 
metal and plastics. The school also has 
a recently refurbished state-of-the-art 
Food and Nutrition room which features 
eight self-contained fully equipped 
kitchens and a live view camera to 
screen demonstration counter.



Sport
Our extensive playing fields and array 
of sports facilities enable us to offer a 
wide variety of sports including athletics, 
badminton, basketball, cricket, cross 
country, football, hockey, netball, rounders, 
rugby, squash, swimming, trampoline, 
triathlon and water polo. 

Students can also participate in golf, horse 
riding and sailing.

The school has its own 25 metre indoor 
swimming pool, a multi purpose sports 
hall, tennis courts and a multi use games 
area with outdoor fitness equipment. We 
have also recently installed a specialist 
climbing wall.

All pupils follow a physical education 
programme that aims to promote health 
and physical development. Competition 
is encouraged through internal house 
competitions, fixtures against other 
schools and through involvement with 
the North Oxfordshire School Sport 
Partnership.

Whether competing in teams or as 
individuals our students enjoy considerable 
success at both local, national and 
international level.



 Sibford School is a 
valued member of the North 
Oxfordshire School Sport 
Partnership and is the perfect 
venue for a number of 
partnership events. The sport 
facilities are excellent, including 
a 25m swimming pool, four-
court sports hall, performance 
hall and extensive outdoor 
games pitches set in beautiful 
surroundings.



 Sibford School offers 
amazing opportunities for all 
ages, with the best staff in the 
world! It’s a magical feeling to be 
at this school because everyone 
is supportive whatever we do, 
especially sport. I love the way 
we don’t even realise we’re 
learning because we’re having 
FUN!

Junior school
Sibford Junior School, which caters for 
children from the age of three to 11, 
occupies its own distinctive area of 
the school’s campus. This means it can 
operate as a self-contained unit while still 
being part of the whole school.

In line with our Quaker ethos, children are 
encouraged to think and act in a way that 
encourages self-respect, understanding 
and tolerance. They quickly learn that 
they are supported through their mistakes 
and failings and applauded for their 
successes. This enhances self-esteem and 
encourages an enduring sense of personal 
value and a belief that we all have 
something to offer.

Unshackled from the National Curriculum, 
our varied and innovative teaching  
encourages the children to engage 
proactively with their learning. There 
remains a strong focus on the core 
subjects of literacy, numeracy and science. 
However, our approach is tailored to the 

children’s needs and delivered in a manner 
that supports all learners. 

Outdoor education, in its many forms, 
underpins every aspect of the junior 
curriculum and enables the children 
to develop the skills they need for life 
and an enjoyment of learning. We have 
a dedicated Forest School area where 
children are encouraged to get involved in 
a variety of activities which not only gives 
them a sense of creative achievement 
but also supports the development of 
language, communication and fine/gross 
motor skills.

Opportunities exist for children of varying 
abilities and talents to flourish and discover 
the space to grow. Parents of children 
who join us are amazed at how soon they 
become more comfortable with themselves 
and begin to thrive.



 Moving our son to Sibford 
Junior School was the best 
decision we have ever made 
and we are delighted that he 
will continue on to the Senior 
School.  We are both immensely 
grateful to all the team for the 
support you have given. All our 
lives have been enriched by 
Sibford School.





 The triplets have  
settled into school well and  
are enjoying everything on  
offer to them.

 Sibford Junior School 
really is a warm and inviting 
environment, and our 
children have both felt really 
welcome. They are filled 
with stories and experiences 
to share with us in the 
evenings, and ready to return 
enthusiastically the next day.  
We couldn’t be happier.  



 I joined Sibford in Year 7 
and have thoroughly enjoyed 
the last six years. Sibford Sixth 
Form is completely different 
from the lower school. The need 
for independent study and the 
increased workload means you 
are pushed to the limit, but help 
is around every corner. The class 
sizes are small, you get a real 
sense that your teachers know 
you personally and excellent 
support is given whenever you 
need it. 



Sixth Form
Sibford Sixth Form is a small, close-knit 
community that offers students high levels 
of support, care and guidance.

Courses are challenging, exciting and 
relevant and are tailored to suit each 
student’s needs. 

Specialist subject staff share their 
knowledge with students beyond the 
classroom, often running additional 
workshops and tutorials. 

The Sixth Form Centre offers a flexible 
choice of study options, allowing the 
effective use of private and independent 
study as well as shared and extended 
learning. Students also have the 
opportunity to take time out, and socialise 
with each other.

Enrichment opportunities, including work 
experience, Duke of Edinburgh Award, 

World Challenge and visiting speakers, 
encourage students to develop new 
skills, take risks, experiment with new 
experiences and consequently grow in 
self-confidence.

Sixth Form students are also invited to 
undertake additional responsibilities within 
the school, such as working as mentors 
for younger pupils, promoting causes like 
Charities and Fairtrade; or taking on roles 
within the Sixth Form Leadership Team.

We offer considerable support to our 
students so that they are prepared for 
life beyond Sibford. This includes careers 
advice and assistance with the UCAS 
application process. Recent leavers’ 
destinations have included Russell Group 
Universities, Hull York Medical School and 
Loughborough University.



Our small, friendly boarding houses are run 
by experienced House Parents who provide 
a welcoming, family style environment. Pupils 
can board on a full-time, weekly or flexi basis.

We have three boarding houses: Margaret 
Fell, a girls’ house for 11 – 16 year olds; 
Penn, a boys’ house for 11 – 16 year olds; 
and Fielding, a mixed Sixth Form house 
where male and female students share a 
communal social space.

The facilities in the houses are broadly 
similar and include a comfortable 
recreational area, complete with TV, DVD 
and PlayStations; a small student kitchen 
and fully equipped bath and shower rooms. 
All houses have Wi-Fi connectivity. Typically 
younger boarders will share a bedroom with 
two or three others, while in the Sixth Form, 
students will have their own study bedroom, 
or share a twin room.  

During the week all boarders have a 
supervised homework time, with access to 
the library and computers. This is followed 
by supper after which additional study time 
or a range of age appropriate activities and 
social events is provided to promote the 
personal, social and cultural development 
of each boarder and help each individual 
to manage school work and their free time 
productively.

Throughout the year there are various social 
events when pupils in all the houses gather 
for fun and food either on site or at a local 
restaurant. 

Sibford does not operate Saturday school so 
our weekends provide time for relaxation, 
activities, excursions to a variety of places 
including Oxford, London, Birmingham and 
Stratford-Upon-Avon … plus the chance to 
catch up with homework and sleep!

Boarding



  My years at Sibford were 
very special. I love, miss and 
respect everyone who has 
known me, taught me and 
befriended me. Thank you 
for letting me be a part of a 
wonderful community.



Each talented.
Each different.
All valued.

  Sibford manages to 
maintain a clear pastoral 
approach alongside a good all 
round academic emphasis. For 
me, the Quaker ethos is vital 
and central to the school and I 
value it enormously.

  My son described learning 
with dyslexia as being ‘like 
trying to run through quick 
sand… you’d drown if teachers 
didn’t throw you a rope to pull 
you along!’ I really don’t know 
where he’d be now if we had 
sent him to another school. He 
left Sibford a confident and 
happy young man and is now 
chasing his dream.



How to find us:
By car:  Leave the M40 at 
Junction 11. At the roundabout 
take the exit onto A361 
(Banbury). Proceed straight 
over the next two roundabouts 
and at the third take the first 
exit onto A361. Continue 
on this road until you reach 
Banbury Cross. At Banbury 
Cross take the third exit onto 
B4035 signposted to Shipston 
-on-Stour. Continue along 
B4035 through Broughton, 
Tadmarton and Swalcliffe for 
approximately 6 miles. 

At the top of the hill after 
Swalcliffe, turn left towards 
Sibford Ferris and in the 
centre of the village turn left 
up the main school drive.

Rail: Banbury Railway station 
is under 1 hour away from 
London (Marylebone or 
Paddington).  

Taxis are available at the 
station. The journey takes 
about 15 minutes.

If you like what you have read within  
these pages, please come and see the 
School for yourself. Details of Open  
Events can be found on our website:  
www.sibfordschool.co.uk

Alternatively, you can book a personal 
visit by contacting our admissions office 
at admissions@sibfordschool.co.uk  
or by calling 01295 781203.
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